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at the service of Lebea, one of the local kings. Now, when
the queen baked the bread for their food, she always
noticed that the loaf destined for Perdiccas doubled its
weight; she made this marvel known to her husband,
who saw danger in it, and ordered the three brothers to
depart from the country. They replied that they would
go as soon as they had received their wages. Thereupon
the king, who was sitting by the hearth, on which fell sun-
light through the opening of the roof, as if by divine inspira-
tion said to the brothers, pointing to the light on the floor:
"I will give you that; that is your wages." Upon this,
the two elder brothers stood speechless; but the younger,
who held a knife in his hand, said: "Very well; we
accept it." And having traced with his knife a circle on
the floor surrounding the rays, he stooped down thrice,
feigning each time to take up the sunshine and place it in
the folds of his garment and to distribute it to his brothers;
after which, they all went away. One of those who sat
by called the attention of the king to this conduct on the
part of the young man, and the manner in which he ac-
cepted what was offered him; and the king, becoming
anxious and angry, sent horsemen to follow the brothers
and slay them. Now in that country is a river, to which
the descendants of these Argives offer sacrifice as to a
god. This river, after the fugitives had crossed it, became
suddenly so swollen that the horsemen dared not follow.
The brothers arrived in another part of Macedon and es-
tablished themselves near the lake called the Gardens of
Midas, and, when they had subjugated the country in those
parts, they went thence to conquer the rest of Macedon.

Herodotus states that Perdiccas I. founded the reigning
dynasty in Macedon, and he mentions as his successors
Argasus, Philip, Eropus, Alcetas, and Amyntas L, whose
son, Alexander "the Philheliene," the Greeks permitted